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OKLAHOMA CITY

Diversion Hub hosts 

Block Party

Oklahoma County Diversion Hub 
is throwing its annual Block Party on 
June 14, 2024. 

The event, open to the public, 
will run from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
at Diversion Hub, located at 220 NW 
10th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73103. 

Diversion Hub has served nearly 
9,000 people since opening its 
doors in 2020, a feat that would 
be impossible without community 
support and wonderful partner 
organizations.

The Block Party will feature music 
by DJ Shakespeare, giveaways for 
clients, a community art project, a 
fire truck and hot dogs. Snow cones 
and other treats will be free for all to 
enjoy. Event parking is available off 
9th Street between Harvey Ave and 
Robinson Ave.

-Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY

OCCF awards 

$329,085 in grants

The Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation recently awarded 
$329,085 in grants to 28 central 
Oklahoma nonprofits, supporting a 
range of programs for children. These 
grants aim to provide direct services 
and enrichment opportunities, 
including dance education, summer 
camps, and support for foster 
children.

Foundation President and CEO 
Trisha Finnegan emphasized the 
importance of these programs, 
stating, “Quality, evidence-based 
programs tailored to all children 
make a marked difference in their 
development. We are proud to 
support their work.”

Grants include $12,000 to Anna’s 
House Foundation for foster family 
support, $25,000 to Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters of Oklahoma for mentoring 
children with incarcerated parents, 
and $40,000 to the Children’s Health 
Foundation for school readiness 
programs for children with autism.

Other recipients include Camp 
Fire Heart of Oklahoma, Canadian 
County CASA, Center for Children 
and Families, Cleats for Kids, Foster 
Care Association of Oklahoma, 
Freedom City, and several others.

These grants are part of the 
Foundation’s Opportunities for 
Children Community Grant Program, 
which has infused over $6.4 million 
into the community since 2007. 

For more information, visit occf.
org/communitygrants/children.

-Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY

Gas prices drop by 

12.9¢ per gallon

Average gasoline prices in 
Oklahoma City have dropped by 12.9 
cents per gallon over the past week, 
now averaging $2.81 per gallon, 
according to a GasBuddy survey of 
669 stations. This marks a decrease 
of 19.6 cents from last month and 

30.8 cents from last year. The national 
average for diesel also fell by 6.7 
cents to $3.75 per gallon.

The cheapest gas in Oklahoma 
City was $2.57 per gallon, while 
the most expensive was $3.89 per 
gallon, a $1.32 difference. Statewide, 
prices ranged from $2.57 to $3.89 
per gallon. Nationally, the average 
price of gasoline has decreased by 
10 cents to $3.40 per gallon, 23 cents 
lower than a month ago and 18.2 
cents lower than last year.

Patrick De Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at GasBuddy, 
noted, “We’ve seen one of the larger 
weekly drops in the national average 
price of gasoline in some time, 
which is great for the start of the 
summer driving season. Americans 
are expected to spend $425 million 
less per week on gasoline than a year 
ago.”

Neighboring areas also saw 
price drops: Tulsa at $2.89 per gallon 
(down 7.2 cents), Wichita at $3.05 
per gallon (down 0.8 cents), and 
Oklahoma statewide at $2.88 per 
gallon (down 8.6 cents).

-GasBuddy

OKLAHOMA CITY

BofA announces 

2024 student 

leaders

Bank of America has named 
Ranee Nettey and Grace Lin as 
the 2024 Oklahoma City Bank of 
America Student Leaders. 

The program, aimed at 
high school graduates, offers 
an eight-week paid internship 
focused on community service. 
Nettey, a recent graduate from 
Oklahoma School of Science and 
Mathematics, and Lin, a graduate 
from Edmond Santa Fe High 
School, will work with Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Oklahoma County 
to develop leadership skills while 
earning compensation from Bank 
of America.

Nettey, recognized for academic 
excellence and community 
volunteerism, plans to attend 
Emory University. Lin, known 
for leadership and educational 
success, intends to attend Cornell 
University. 

Teena Belcik, President & CEO 
of Boys & Girls Clubs of Oklahoma 
County, expressed excitement 
about the program’s impact on the 
community. Tony Shinn, Bank of 
America Oklahoma City President, 
highlighted the company’s 
commitment to nurturing future 
leaders.

Later this summer, Student 
Leaders will attend a national 
leadership summit in Washington 

D.C. The program, initiated in 2004 
and expanded to Oklahoma City 
in 2019, engages 300 students 
annually. In addition to community 
engagement, Bank of America 
supports youth employment 
programs across Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa.

-Staff report

HOUMA, La.

USNS Cherokee 

Nation christened 

in ceremony

The Cherokee Nation and the 
U.S. Navy christened the USNS 
Cherokee Nation (T-ATS 7) on 
Saturday at the Bollinger shipyard 
in Houma, Louisiana. This new 
towing and rescue ship honors 
Cherokee citizens who have served 
in the Navy and Marine Corps. The 
T-ATS 7, the second ship in its class, 
will be operated by the Navy’s 
Military Sealift Command.

The USNS Cherokee Nation 
(T-ATS 7) weighs approximately 
10,000 tons and is designed for 
a crew of over 60. Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin Jr. praised the 
ship, noting the long history of 
Cherokee service in the Armed 
Forces. 

“Our Cherokee people have 
stood as protectors of this country,” 
said Hoskin. “We are proud to 
witness this ship’s completion. 
It will bear our great name and 
mark the occasion as among the 
proudest in Cherokee history.”

U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Thomas 
Anderson highlighted the ship’s 
importance in honoring Cherokee 
patriotism and valor. The T-ATS 7 
will support national defense with 
missions including open ocean 
towing, deep diving, humanitarian 
assistance, and wide-area search 
and surveillance.

This is the fifth U.S. ship 
named in honor of the Cherokee 
people, the first since a World War 
II-era tugboat. The keel laying 
ceremony for the T-ATS 7 was 
held on February 12, 2020, with 
initials of Chief Hoskin and Deputy 
Speaker of the Council Victoria 
Vazquez welded into the ship’s 
steel. Vazquez, the ship’s sponsor, 
led the christening ceremony and 
expressed her honor at being 
chosen for the role.

Cherokee National Treasure 
Dan Mink designed the ship’s 
crest, symbolizing the partnership 
between the Cherokee Nation and 
the U.S. Navy. The crest includes 
the Cherokee Syllabary for “Water 
Warrior,” reflecting the crew’s 
resilience.

-Staff report
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