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Spring 2021 
CALENDAR  

JANUARY 

2-9 Phased Move-In 

11 Spring Semester Begins (Remotely in Residence Hall)  

18 No Classes 

19 Classes Held Remotely in MAC 

25 In-Person Lectures Begin 

FEBRUARY 

23 No Classes 

MARCH 

16-18 No Classes 

APRIL 

8 No Classes 

24 Prom 

MAY 

14 No Classes 

17-21 Finals Week 

21 Last Day of Classes & Junior Move-Out 

22 Commencement 

*Dates are subject to change, consult OSSM website and social media sites for updated 
information. 
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Dr. 
Frank Wang 

OSSM President 
 

Dear Parents and Student: 

 

Congratulations to the entire OSSM community on successfully completing the fall term.  Our present 
plan is to hold class in-person this upcoming spring term. 

 

As we prepare for the upcoming spring term, we are consulting with medical professionals to determine 
the protocols and procedures to follow to ensure the safest environment possible for our campus 
community. During these weeks when students have been learning remotely, we have been working on 
campus to create a sanitary and safe environment on campus.  (For example, we have implemented a 
new visitor policy; we have disabled the drinking fountains and instead will water bottle filling 
stations.  We are removing the salad bar island and installing plexiglass shields in the dining hall serving 
area.  Our maintenance department has cleaned and disinfected all of the fan coil units in the individual 
student rooms.)  

 

Recently, we had a meeting with officials from the Health Sciences Center and OU Medical Center across 
the street about the testing and monitoring of students. They shared with us a monitoring algorithm 
that they use to monitor the Covid situation at the Health Sciences Center campus and are providing 
contact information for testing options. (For example, the free testing that is provided by the OK State 
Health Department does not include a saliva test that some of you may have heard about. The 
University of Oklahoma asked its students to take this test before coming onto campus and I would like 
to do the same.)    

 

Please understand that this is an ever changing and evolving situation and the schedules and plans 
described in this document may change.  We ask your patience and understanding here and work with 
us as we launch into our Spring term. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Frank Wang 
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OSSM  
mission & vision 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics is: 

To educate students who show promise of exceptional academic development through a program of 
instruction and discovery that challenges them far beyond the traditional high school model, imparting a 
superior foundation for careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields. 

To serve as a catalyst for advancing public school STEM education in Oklahoma by providing residential, 
regional, summer, and virtual learning programs that extend advanced science and math education to a 
diverse student demographic. 

To inspire students to make a difference in the State of Oklahoma and the world by leveraging their 
knowledge and curiosity for the betterment of mankind.ics 

OUR VISION 
To be Oklahoma’s premier residential STEM school creating a world of possibilities and life changing 
opportunities. 
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OSSM  
COVID-19 RESPONSE MISSION  

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
In planning for the academic year, we are prioritizing the health and safety of our campus community and 
are following these guiding principles:  

• The health and safety of the OSSM community is and will remain the top priority in planning and 
decision making.  

• We will continue to rely on the guidance of state and local health officials, to monitor and update 
plans as needed over the course of the academic year.  

• We remain committed to our mission to educate students who show promise of exceptional academic 
development and to inspire students to make a difference in the State of Oklahoma and the world. 

GOALS FOR RETURNING 
Our goals for returning to on-campus operations are based on the following tenets: 

• This plan is a living document that will change based on information and guidance from state and 
local health officials. The plan may be altered to best meet the academic needs of students and the 
well-being of all individuals in the OSSM community.  

• A phased approach will be implemented to guide the safe return of all individuals to campus. Faculty 
and staff will return to campus prior to students. Students will be required to quarantine inside the 
Residence Hall before entering live lectures in the education buildings.  

• Flexibility without compromising the excellence of instruction is paramount. In order to serve all 
students, a safe learning environment is of upmost importance. Instructional delivery will vary 
depending on student and professor needs. Different formats may include in-person, hybrid, remote, 
synchronous, and asynchronous. Curriculum delivery will be aligned with best practice and continue 
to meet OSSM’s high standards of excellence. 

• Maintaining and executing community standards and expectations must be maintained. OSSM 
has developed a set of community and standards and expectations that should be maintained by all 
individuals on the OSSM campus.  

• OSSM will provide regular updates via email and notifications can also be found at ossm.edu.   
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OSSM  
LEARNING OPTIONS 

RETURN TO CAMPUS 
The family’s decision is due by Thursday, December 17, 2020 to move-in items the weekend of December 
18. You may move-in items such as bookcases, bedding, chairs to ease the process of January move-in. 
Decision due by Monday, December 21, 2020 to move-in only in January 
 
Pre Move-In Dates: 
Friday, December 18th 
Saturday, December 19th 
Sunday, December 20th 
 
January Move-In Dates: 
Sunday, January 3rd– Community Corps 
Monday, January 4th– 1/2 Junior Class 
Tuesday, January 5th– 1/2 Junior Class 
Saturday, January 9th– Remaining Senior Class 
 

REMOTE LEARNING 
• Decision due by Monday, December  21, 2020 

•Option to opt-in at end of first  grading  period 

 

Two options are being given to families of OSSM students: Return to Campus or Remote Learning. OSSM 
feels it is important to be extremely transparent with both options. Returning to campus will guarantee 
your student more face time with professors and social interactions with their peers. However, they will 
be required to strictly adhere to all policies in this document. Remote learning will be continue similar to 
the Fall semester. However, students will be required to adhere to their class schedule and attend classes 
virtually as if on campus.  

At the end of the first grading period, OSSM Administration will reevaluate the COVID-19 situation using 
the COVID-19 State Department of Education map. If Oklahoma county is RED or ORANGE 2, OSSM will 
give families the two above options for the second grading period. If Oklahoma county is ORANGE 1, all 
students will be required to return to campus. Learning option decisions can only be made at the 
conclusion of each grading period.  
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return to campus 
STUDENT MOVE-IN 

PRIOR TO MOVE-IN 

All students are required to provide a negative COVID-19 test. Testing must be done no later than three 
to four days prior to move-in. Tests outside of the window will be considered invalid for move-in 
purposes. Students unable to provide results of a COVID-19 test will not be permitted on OSSM campus. 
Negative COVID-19 test results must be emailed to Valerie Hiett at valerie.hiett@ossm.edu prior to move
-in. 

Communication will be sent to parent/guardian(s) and students two weeks prior to the planned return 
to campus. OSSM requests students to self-isolate until their scheduled move-in date. Students should 
practice social distancing, wear a face covering, and limit interactions outside of immediate family from 
the time the test is administered to campus move-in. 

Students will be required to monitor their health two weeks prior to returning to OSSM campus. They 
will be responsible for completing a daily log. Failure to complete the log may result in denied access to 
campus. 

 

RESIDENCE HALL MOVE-IN 

• Pre-scheduled move-in appointments will be sent to students.  

• Students will be limited to two people to help them move in.  

• Before coming to campus, all individuals attending move-in should check for symptoms using the 
COVID-19 health screening (provided on p.17). Anyone exhibiting any symptom must not come to 
campus.  

• All individuals attending move-in, must wear a face mask or face shield.  

• Temperatures will be checked before entering campus. Any individual with a temperature of 100.4 or 
higher will not be permitted on campus.  

• Individuals assisting with move-in will only be permitted in the Residence Hall.  

• Signage around campus will indicate occupancy limits and physical distancing standards.  

• Use of hand sanitizer is required upon every entry to the Residence Hall.  

• Only one family will be permitted in the elevator at a time. 

 

OFF CAMPUS VISITORS 

Students will not be permitted off campus visitors for two weeks after move-in. Guests may bring food/
drinks or personal items for students. Items may be dropped off with OSSM Security or Ms. Brothers in 
the Shedrick Library. No direct deliveries to the Residence Hall will be permitted. 
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campus & student life 

ACADEMICS 

CLASS SCHEDULE AND TEXTBOOK PICK-UP 

Students will be emailed their class schedule. Textbook pick-up will be prior to class in January. Students 
will be notified of their scheduled time and date to pick-up textbooks.  

 

CLASS ATTENDANCE 

Students are expected to attend to their course work, class sessions, and labs in a timely and consistent 
manner. Attendance will be taken by professors. Students are asked to inform professors if they miss a 
class. Students are responsible for making up the schoolwork if they miss class. An absence request form 
will need to be submitted for any class absence. 

Students studying on campus 
• Classes held by a professor on campus: Students must attend all classes and labs in person. Students 

must wear masks during class and sit as far apart as possible (no more than two students per table). 

• Classes held by a professor remotely: Students must attend live or pre-recorded online lectures from 
their classroom, lab, or other designated space on campus during the weekly scheduled class time. 
Students must wear masks during class and sit as far apart as possible (no more than three students 
per table). The professor or another designated faculty or staff member will take attendance. 

Students studying from home or on-campus quarantine 
• Classes held by a professor on campus: students should participate in live online lectures and labs 

through Microsoft Teams or other videoconferencing platforms during class time from home or their 
dorm room. The professor will take attendance through the videoconferencing platform. 

• Classes held by a professor remotely: students should attend live or pre-recorded lectures through  
Microsoft Teams or other videoconferencing platforms during class time from home or their dorm 
room. Professors will take attendance through the videoconferencing platform. 

 

STUDENT ACADEMIC ADVISORS 

Each student is assigned an academic advisor. Seniors keep their advisor from junior year. Juniors are 
automatically assigned to an advisor. Advisors will meet with students via Microsoft Teams, email, or by 
phone once per week or as needed to check-in on students. Questions about academic advising should be 
addressed to the Academic Counselor. 
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campus & student life 

ACADEMICS 

 

PROFESSOR AVAILABILITY AND EVENING HOURS  

Students may seek academic help from any professor at any time during the school day when the 
professor is not in class or assisting other students. To reduce the risk of disease spread, students may not 
meet with professors in their offices. Students should seek help through Microsoft Teams or email and 
professors may have video conference meetings with students from their offices.  

In addition, professors will designate one night each week (Sunday-Thursday) to be available from 8:00 
PM to 10:00 PM to provide study support. Professors who choose to come to campus will be available in 
the Great Hall. When studying in the Great Hall, both students and professors must wear masks and must 
sit as far apart as possible with no more than four people at each table. Professors who choose to provide 
evening study support from home will be available online to answer questions through Microsoft Teams 
or email from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM on their designated evening. 

Each professor will post their availability times on their class Microsoft Teams page and provide a copy to 
Academic Services. Students are encouraged to make appointments with professors if they would like to 
meet for an extended period. 

 

MENTORSHIP 

Students may participate in on-site mentorships if the mentor's institution permits students in their 
facilities. Students who attend mentorships must strictly adhere to the same social distancing measures 
in place on campus (including masks) in addition to any measures put in place by the mentor’s institution. 
Students may be able to participate in virtual mentorships in some cases. 

 

STANDARDIZED TESTING REQUIREMENTS 

Juniors are required to take the ACT and SAT once during their junior year. Seniors are required to take 
the SAT once during their senior year. Typically, there is a specific date that juniors and seniors must take 
the ACT and SAT for OSSM on campus. This requirement is being waived. Most colleges will be SAT/ACT/
SAT Subject test optional, but some students and families are still interested in taking the SAT/ACT tests. 
SAT and ACT tests will be held on campus throughout the academic school year. Please check the OSSM 
website for the most current information about test dates. 
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campus & student life 

ACADEMICS 

 

LIBRARY ACCESS AND SUPPORT 

We encourage all students to use OSSM’s library resources. We plan for a strong partnership between 
librarians and faculty. Library staff will continue to provide access to digital materials and student 
support. 

 

FINE ARTS CLASSES 

Fine Arts instruction will be delivered completely online during Fall 2020 and Spring 2021. Students will 
have the option to choose between four classes to fulfill their Fine Arts credits: Dance, Art, Orchestra, and 
Beginning Guitar. Instructors will record a series of video instruction that will be posted on a Fine Arts 
Gallery website. Students will access each lesson for their class and post pictures or videos to the website. 
Students must make at least 8 posts to receive credit for the class. 

Seniors who need Fine Arts classes for graduation requirements will be given registration preference for 
classes, followed by juniors. Any remaining places will be offered to seniors who have already met their 
graduation requirement. Students will only be allowed to sign-up for one Fine Arts class each semester. 

 

PEER ASSISTED LEARNING SUPPORT (PALS) 

Peer-to-Peer academic support will be scheduled by the PALS academic mentors. PALS provides 
opportunities for students to collaborate and receive academic support including study groups and 
individual tutoring appointments. PALS mentors will lead study groups during the week to provide 
support in all courses. These peer study groups will meet at a scheduled time and may be attended on an 
as-needed basis. This will provide an opportunity for students to discuss course information with their 
peer group and receive guidance from trained Senior mentors who have been recommended by the 
faculty to provide academic support. A schedule of study group leaders and meeting times will be 
provided. PALS sessions will be held in-person or online as needed. 

Additionally, students may contact PALS Coordinator, Dr. Michelle McCargish, to schedule individual 
appointments with a PALS mentor for more focused support. In some cases, a student may be referred to 
PALS by a course instructor or by the Academic Counselor. Upon referral, Dr. McCargish will communicate 
with the student to schedule time with a PALS mentor. Students may not miss a scheduled class to attend 
a study group or PALS appointment. 
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campus & student life 

ACADEMICS 

 

COUNSELING SERVICES 

Counseling Services will connect with OSSM students and families by sharing a variety of resources, tools 
and apps to support the emotional and physical wellness of the OSSM community. Services including 
college/career planning, personal counseling, academic counseling, and accessibility services are 
available for students, both on campus and for those who are learning remotely.  

Academic Counseling 
Students will continue to receive academic counseling virtually or in person when necessary to 
discuss and review standardized testing, stress management, study skills and various aspects of 
academic life. Academic support plan meetings, parent-student meetings, support team meetings, 
etc. will be held virtually or in spaces where six feet of social distancing can be achieved. 

Accessibility Services 
OSSM seeks to meet the individual needs of current students with disabilities and medical 
conditions by coordinating and implementing appropriate accommodations, resources and 
services related to academics and residential activities. Throughout the changes to our educational 
formats, our accommodation processes will continue. 

College Counseling  
The college counselor will continue to meet with students virtually whenever possible and in 
person when necessary. The Senior Orientation course will continue to be offered so that 
important aspects of the college application process, scholarships and enrichment opportunities 
can be explained.  

College, university and scholarship representative visits will be held virtually so that residential and 
online students can continue to receive important information. Many colleges are already planning 
to offer virtual sessions, and a few have already contacted the counseling office to schedule a time 
to meet with students virtually. 

The college counselor will continue to share information with colleges and universities about our 
school and students. We will give special attention to explaining the impact COVID-19 had on our 
community and our safety and academic and residential support response to the pandemic. This 
will be done via OSSM email and Microsoft Teams correspondence, and meetings with college 
representatives.  
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campus & student life 

STUDENT LIFE 

 

ORIENTATION 

An in-person orientation will be planned for the students’ return to campus. Junior students will get a 
more in-depth look at life on OSSM campus. All OSSM policy and procedures will be reviewed during 
orientation. This time will also serve as an adjustment period and allow for social interactions.  
 

STUDENT LIFE INTEREST GROUPS 

Student Life interest groups will be permitted to meet as usual; however, social distancing and mask 
wearing must be observed.  
 

FLOOR MEETINGS 

Mandatory monthly floor meetings will be held per usual; however, social distancing and mask wearing 
must be observed. Only individually wrapped snacks will be permitted.  
 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

OSSM will continue to reevaluate to determine if circumstances allow for large social events.  
 

LIGHTS OUT POLICY  

Juniors will adhere to the first six weeks lights out policy (see handbook). 

 

PHONE POLICY  

Students may check out their mobile phones for a one -hour period on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
Students will also be permitted to check out their phones on No Class days. On these days, students are 
not permitted to use phones in the Great Hall during meals.  
 

NO CLASS DAYS 

One day out of each month will be designated as a no-class day. These days are strategically placed to 
offer students a day to have a mental break. OSSM will not follow the traditional Extended Weekend 
calendar. On these days there will be no classes and no assignments will be due. Students must remain on 
campus on these days. 

Activities will be planned for students on their no class days. Activities will not be mandatory. These 
activities will include small social gatherings, relaxation and recreational opportunities, and recreational 
opportunities.  
 

WEEKENDS 

Students will not be permitted to leave campus on the weekends without prior approval of the residence 
hall director and the vice president of academics. Saturday van trips will not be offered at this time. 
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campus & student life 

STUDENT HEALTH 

 

MENTAL HEALTH 

OSSM recognizes the need to support students -- and that caring for mental health is especially important 
during the pandemic.  OSSM partners with Moore Counseling Center and Dr. Gant Ward to provide mental 
health counseling on an as-needed basis. If any student is struggling with mental health issues, 
depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts or other psychological issues, an initial and standing appointment 
can be made for counseling services. Appointments will be virtual or in-person, based on the needs and 
availability of both the student and the counselor. Students should contact Ms. Bonnett to schedule a 
meeting with Dr. Ward. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Students studying on campus: 
Physical Education course requirements on-campus will be held in spaces where six feet of social 
distancing can be achieved and/or outside. 

Students studying from home or on-campus quarantine: 
Students who are continuing online learning are required weekly to complete 45 minutes of physical 
exercise at home (two or three days per week) and complete a detailed workout log.  A standard workout 
log will be available as a downloadable document, and all students will submit the workout log for review 
at intervals throughout the grading period as requested by the instructor's deadline.  

The workout log will require a parent verification that all workouts on the log have been completed. If 
accommodations are needed due to illness, students can contact Coach Vossen.  
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campus & student life 

STUDENT SICK POLICY 

 

In response to COVID-19, OSSM will take extensive precautions to ensure the safety of students, faculty 
and staff. The following policies will be in effect until further notice. 

 

DAILY PROCEDURES 

Temperature checks 
Students will have their temperature checked before leaving the Residence Hall each morning. A 
temperature scanning device will alert Residence Life staff of a possible fever. 

Health Log 
Students will be required to keep a daily health screening log (see p.17). If a student has symptoms at any 
point during the day, it should be immediately reported to a member of the OSSM faculty or staff. If 
symptoms occur prior to morning classes, students should use the floor phone to call the Residence Hall 
front desk (405-522-1909) and return immediately to their room. 

Masks 
All members of the OSSM community (students, faculty, and staff) and visitors must wear masks at all 
times on campus when in the same room with others. Masks must cover the nose and mouth as per CDC 
guidelines. Face shields may be worn in addition but not as the sole protective device. 

 

SAFETY GUIDELINES: 

Students must adhere to the following practices:  

• Cover your cough, immediately wash your hands. Sneeze into inner elbow.  
• Practice good handwashing techniques.  
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.  
• Do not share personal products such as make-up, school supplies or bedding. 
• Clean high-touch surfaces every day.   
• Throw used tissues and paper towels in a lined trash bin immediately.  
• Maintain the practice of physical distancing by staying at least six  feet apart from others. 
• Use hand sanitizer each time you enter a building.    
• Do not share food or drink with others. 
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campus & student life 

STUDENT SICK POLICY 

 

IN CASE OF ILLNESS 

Symptoms requiring students to go home 
If students experience any of the symptoms below, their parent or guardian will be notified immediately, 
and they will be required to go home no later than 10 p.m. the same day. Until they are able to go home, 
the student will stay in an unoccupied room of the a vacant floor in the Residence Hall. Professors will be 
notified of student absence; however, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed work.  If not COVID
-19 related, students may return to campus symptom free for 24 hours and a doctor’s note verifying they 
are permitted to return to a residential campus. To return after a COVID-19 related symptoms, a negative 
test must be provided or a parental affidavit confirming quarantine.  

• Fever above 100.4 degrees : students with fever above 100.4 will be placed in an unoccupied room of 
a vacant floor. Regardless of COVID-19 test, the student must be fever free (without medication) for 24 
hours before returning to school.   

• Sore throat or tonsillitis : a minor sore throat is usually not a problem, but a severe sore throat could 
be a symptom of a more serious illness. If a student is diagnosed with Strep Throat, they may return to 
school with a doctor’s note 24 hours after antibiotic treatment begins. 

• Persistent Cough: students with bad coughs need to stay home and see their health care provider.  

• Vomiting or Diarrhea : students must stay home until 24 hours after symptoms have passed (without 
medication).  

• Any of the following signs of COVID-19: 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 Extreme fatigue 

 Loss of taste and/or smell 

Symptoms requiring students to go into on-campus isolation 
• Mild cold-like symptoms  (runny nose, sneezing, etc.) 

• Single episode of vomiting and/or diarrhea without fever 

• Low-grade fever (99.5-100.3 degrees F) 

Symptoms requiring monitoring without isolation 
• Seasonal allergies with no accompanying fever 

• Slight complaints of aches, pains or fatigue with no accompanying fever. 



 17 

 

campus & student life 

STUDENT SICK POLICY 

 

In a circumstance of a positive Coronavirus test or any other illness, OSSM will maintain confidentiality of 
the student or staff member as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act.  

 

Existing law provides that anyone with a communicable disease is prohibited from attending a private or 
public school, and Oklahoma State Department of Health rules acknowledge that an important part of a 
school health program is the prevention and control of communicable diseases. It is the duty of the parent 
or guardian and the school to exclude such person(s) until the period of isolation or quarantine ordered 
for the case expires, or until permission has been given by local health officers. See 63 O.S. § 1-507.  

 

If a student tests positive for the Coronavirus or experiences symptoms of COVID-19 and fails to  
report it to the residence hall director as soon as possible, that student may be forced to withdraw 
permanently from OSSM. 
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 campus & student life 

STUDENT HEALTH SCREENING 

Student Name:   Date:  

  Temperature □ Acceptable □ 100.4°F or above 

Please answer YES/NO to the following symptoms as experiences in the last 48 hours,  

or otherwise as stated.  

 Yes No  

1. 

□         □   
Have you traveled outside your hometown within the last two 
weeks?  

1a. 

1b. 

If yes, where? 

Date of travel MM/DD:  

2.  

□         □  
Have you been in a location with a large gathering (more than 
5 people)?  

2a. 

2b. 

If yes, where? 

Date of travel MM/DD:  

3. 

□         □  
Dry, non-productive cough 

4. 

□         □  
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

5. 

□         □  
Chills or repeated shaking with chills 

6. 

□         □  
Loss of taste or smell 

7. 

□         □  
Fever or measured temperature great than or equal to 100.4°F 

8.  

□         □  
Known close contact with a person who is lab confirmed to 
have COVID-19 

9. 

□         □  
If yes to #8, was the exposure to the active confirmed case 
within the last 14 days? 

10. 

□         □  
Circle any that apply: 

Nausea           Vomiting         Diarrhea 

11. 

□         □  
Any additional health concerns:  

Students will be required to answer health screening questions at move-in and any additional returns to campus.  
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campus & student life 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS 

 

PREVENT AND PROTECT 

Understand how COVID-19 spreads. The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to someone 
with the virus. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the primary way the 
virus spreads is through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks. 
There is currently no vaccine available, so understanding how to prevent infection, particularly for those 
with increased risk of complications, is critical. Research has shown that transmission of COVID-19 can 
occur from individuals who are asymptomatic. Also, people who have recovered from the disease have 
not been proven to be immune from subsequent infection. 
With that in mind, OSSM will consistently promote and reinforce community standards for all students, 
families, faculty, staff and visitors. We expect everyone on campus to understand the standards and the 
importance of following them. Our first approach to a violation of these standards will be a reminder to 
assure compliance. After that, OSSM will enforce our community standards using disciplinary, legal or 
other appropriate actions 

 

WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN 

Everyone on campus must practice regular hand hygiene as advised by the CDC. Avoid touching your face 
especially after touching high-touch surfaces. Washing hands for 20 seconds or longer with soap and 
warm water is critical throughout the day, especially after sneezing/coughing, using the bathroom, and 
before eating. As an added precaution, hand sanitizer should be used to effectively prevent the spread of 
germs. 

 

PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Social distancing is used as a means to protect all individuals. OSSM recommends maintaining a distance 
of six feet whenever possible in classrooms, hallways, lounges and the cafeteria. While research shows 
COVID-19 transmits at a lower rate in outdoor spaces, social distancing should be adhered to while 
outdoors as well. 

 

WEAR A FACE MASK 

Face masks that cover the mouth and nose are required for everyone on campus. Exceptions for students 
are on the student’s residence hall floor and while eating or drinking. Faculty and staff may remove 
masks when alone in their offices and while eating or drinking. Face coverings may not be shared. 
Disposable face masks must be disposed of each day. Reusable face masks should be washed daily or 
replaced with a clean mask. Face shields may be worn as an additional precaution but not solely. 

 

INFRACTION OF COMMUNITY STANDARDS 

Failure to comply with community standards will be considered a major infraction in accordance to the 
OSSM handbook, including being sent home.  
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 campus & student life 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS 
 

MAINTAINANCE & HOUSEKEEPING 

OSSM’s maintenance staff and contracted cleaning services will continue with routine cleaning as well 
as increased cleaning of high  touch surfaces with CDC approved disinfectants. All contracted 
employees are required to follow OSSM community standards. 

All Campus 
• When permitted, only one individual is allowed in an elevator at a time.  
• Directional signage will be placed in hallways indicating flow of traffic.  
• Doors will be propped open to improve air circulation, with safety considerations. 
 

Manning Academic Center, Samson, and Shedrick Library 
• Housekeeping staff will clean and disinfect classrooms each evening. 
• Touchless hand sanitizer stations are available at each entry and are required for any person 

entering campus buildings.  
• Hand sanitizer is available in every classroom, lab and computer lab.  
• All individuals on campus are required to wear a face mask over their nose and mouth at all times 

in any academic building. Faculty and staff may remove their face mask if they are in their office 
without any other person.  

• Faculty are to assign seats to students. Students must sit in their assigned seat each class period. 
• Faculty are responsible for disinfecting tables and chairs at the end of each class period. Faculty 

are responsible to disinfect any equipment that was used during class such as the Smart Board, 
whiteboard markers, computer, etc.  

• Door handles and handrails will be disinfected throughout the day, as well as all high touch 
surfaces. 

• Water fountains may be used for filling water bottles only. Drinking directly from water fountains 
or sinks is not allowed. 

• In the Manning Academic Building and Samson, one staircase will be used for going up, and one 
staircase will be used for going down. 

• Limited seating will be made available in the Student Lounge and Reading Room. Chairs are not 
permitted to be moved. Students are responsible for disinfecting tables and chairs after each use.  

 

Gymnasium 
• Students are responsible for disinfecting any equipment used. 
• Water fountains are not be available for student use. Students are responsible for bringing a full 

water bottle to gym class.  
• Door handles and handrails will be disinfected throughout the day, as well as all high touch 

surfaces. 
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Residence Hall 
• Housekeeping staff will clean and disinfect daily. 
• Touchless hand sanitizer stations are available at each entry and are required for any person entering 

campus buildings. Hand sanitizer will be placed on each floor. 
• Face masks are required to cover the mouth and nose unless a student is in their room, eating or 

drinking, or in the bathroom. 
• Students are not be permitted to sit more than four people at a table in the Great Hall. Students are 

responsible for cleaning and disinfecting the table and chairs after every use. 
• Students are responsible for disinfecting their room daily. A weekly room check will be conducted by 

Residence Life staff. 
• Door handles and handrails will be disinfected throughout the day, as well as all high touch surfaces. 
• Water fountains may be used for filling water bottles only. Drinking directly from water fountains or 

sinks is not allowed. 
• Students are responsible for disinfecting the floor phone after every use.  
• CDC approved cleaning supplies are provided on every floor of the Residence Hall. 

 

Dining 
Students have three options for eating during meal times: 

• Eat in the Great Hall with no more than four individuals at a table. 
• Take a to-go meal to eat in their room. 
• Take a to-go meal to eat outside.  
 
In addition, the following policies and procedures will be in place in the cafeteria: 

• Food service employees will be required to participate in daily health screenings. Any employee 
displaying COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home. 

• Food service employees will be required to wear face masks.  
• Any individual entering the cafeteria is required to wear a face mask covering the nose and mouth. 
• Self-service items will not be available.  
• There will be additional installation of safety barriers.  
• Signage is placed on the floor in the Great Hall indicating social distancing while in line for meals.  
• Signage is posted to indicate movement of individuals through the cafeteria. 
• Signage is posted promoting dining safety practices.  
• Individuals are required to use hand sanitizer before entering the cafeteria.  
• Students are not permitted to have more than four people per table in the Great Hall.  
• If eating in the Great Hall, students are required to sit at their floor’s assigned table. 
• Students are responsible for disinfecting tables and chairs after each use.   
• An extended lunch period will be implemented to accommodate social distancing. Monday through 

Friday lunch will be available 10:50 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  

campus & student life 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS 
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Face Masks 

All members of the OSSM community must adhere to the following: 

• Masks should have two or more layers of washable, breathable fabric 

• Masks must completely cover your nose and mouth 

• Masks must fit snugly against the sides of your face and cannot have gaps 

• Masks should be washed daily 

 

The following are unacceptable: 

• Masks made of fabric that makes it hard to breathe; for example, vinyl 

• Masks that have exhalation valves or vents 

• Masks that are intended for health care workers 

 

For more information on CDC approved mask selection and washing: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html 

 

Policy Violation  

Academics (Academic Building/Day) 

• 1st infraction: Documentation of infraction will be made. If not wearing a mask, students will be asked 
to return to the Residence Hall to retrieve their mask. 

• 2nd infraction: Student will meet with vice president of academics. 

• 3rd infraction: Student will meet with the vice president of academics and sent home as a major 
infraction.  

 

Student Life (Residence Hall/Outside of Academic Day) 

• 1st infraction: Documentation of infraction will be given. If not wearing a mask, student will be asked 
to return their floor.  

• 2nd infraction: Documentation of infraction will be given. Student will be put on Great Hall restriction 
for five days.  

• 3rd infraction: Student will meet with residence hall director and sent home as a major infraction.  

 
 
campus & student life 

COMMUNITY STANDARDS 
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campus & student life 

LEAVING CAMPUS 

 

Students must complete an Absence Request form and obtain approval from the residence hall director 
and/or vice president of academics three days prior to any planned absence during the academic day.   

Permission to leave campus may be denied if a student makes an excessive number of requests or if the 
trip would lead to an unnecessary risk of infection. 

After returning to campus from a leave of any length, students will go into on-campus isolation for four 
days (see below). On the fifth day, students must take a COVID-19 test. If the results are negative, and the 
student shows no symptoms of COVID-19, he/she may continue attending classes in person. 

 

ON-CAMPUS ISOLATION 

When placed into self-isolation on campus, students will be housed in an unoccupied room of 
a vacant floor in the Residence Hall. Students will be required to document their health and report any 
symptoms. All meals will be taken in the assigned room.  The student must participate online in their 
scheduled classes and submit all academic work within the timeframe established by their professors.  

 

EXEMPTIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS 

Exemptions to the policies above to campus leave policy must be approved by the vice president for 
academic services. When exemptions cannot be given, accommodations may be made for students who 
do not wish to go into on-campus isolation. 

Doctor Visits  
OSSM asks families to schedule yearly appointments before the beginning of the semester. Students may 
attend periodic appointments with medical specialists such as orthodontists. Students must wear a mask 
while off campus and must return with a doctor’s note. Students must travel directly to the doctor’s 
appointment and return without making any additional stops. 

Religious Obligations/Family Events  
Accommodations may be made for religious activities to be conducted on-campus. Contact the Residence 
Hall Director for assistance. 

Outside Athletics/Outside Music Lessons   
Students are welcome to schedule virtual music lessons or athletic training sessions with off-campus 
instructors. Accommodations can be made for students to train and/or practice an instrument on campus.  
Contact the Residence Hall Director for assistance. 
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campus & student life 

OUTSIDE VISITOR POLICY 

The following on campus visitor policy will be in effect until further notice. 
 
• Students may have four permanent visitors listed on their yellow card. Changes to a student’s 

visitation list must be made through the Residence Hall Director. 
• Relatives under driving age may be accompanied by a parent/legal guardian without being on the 

permanent visitor list. 
• All visitors must enter through the Senator Bernice Shedrick Library. The check-in process includes 

showing identification, fever check and a medical questionnaire. 
• Students may reserve the board room in Shedrick or visit with their guest outside. Students can make 

reservations with the Residence Hall Director. 
• No guests will be permitted in any building other than Shedrick Library Building. 
• Students are not permitted to have other students accompany them to visit their guest(s), with the 

exception of students that are siblings. 
• Guests and students will be required to wear masks during visits. If they do not have a mask, one will 

be provided. 
• All guests must sanitize their hands upon entering campus. 
• Students must check-out at the Fishbowl in the Residence Hall before leaving to greet their guest. 
• Students must check-in upon returning to the Residence Hall. 
• Students must properly sanitize before interacting with other students, faculty, or staff. 
• Guests may bring food/drinks or personal items for students. Items may be dropped off with OSSM 

Security or Ms. Brothers at the reception desk if the student is not available. No direct deliveries to the 
Residence Hall will be permitted. 

• If the visit will be outside, guests may bring dogs to campus. Guests are responsible for properly 
disposing of animal waste.  

• Students may not have visitors during the academic day or during evening study time (see below). 
 
 
 
Hours when visitors are not permitted 

 Juniors Seniors 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.— 3:30 p.m. 

Friday 8:00 a.m. until end of last 

academic requirement 

8:00 a.m. until end of last 

academic requirement 

Sunday– Thursday 

Structured Study 

7:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

Sunday– Thursday 

Mandatory Study 

8:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m.  
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conclusion 
      & FAQ 

FAQ 

Can items be brought to campus for students?  
Yes, guests may bring food/drinks or personal items for students. Items may be dropped off with OSSM 
Security or Ms. Brothers at the reception desk if the student is not available. No direct deliveries to the 
Residence Hall will be permitted. 

Can a student still order food deliveries on weekends?  
Yes. Food may be ordered by following the policies in the OSSM Student Handbook. 

What if a student has a special event to attend?  
Leaving campus requires completion of an absence request form three days prior to the absence. Leaving 
campus will require a quarantine period upon the student’s return, and the student must attend classes 
virtually. Approval must be obtained from the residence hall director and the vice president of academics 
prior to leaving campus.  

Will students receive training on the new community standards at OSSM? 
Yes, OSSM will require students to train prior to coming to campus. Additionally, junior students will have 
orientation prior to classes starting. 
 

CONCLUSION 

We are in a time like no other in recent history. This is not something any of us expected or wanted to 
happen. As a result, OSSM is striving to make the best possible decisions for all individuals in our 
community. As a institution of the scientific community, OSSM is committed to upholding, respecting and 
responding respectfully to the scientific community. 

It is clear that in-person instruction is far superior to online learning for the academic challenge that is 
essential to OSSM’s mission. Therefore, the purpose of these policies and procedures is to allow our 
students to study on campus while maintaining their safety and that of our faculty/staff. We will continue 
to monitor the health and safety of our community, and we may review and revise these policies as 
needed. Our goal of honoring in-person instruction can only be accomplished if every member of the 
OSSM community does their part by honoring the community standards found within this document. 

Thank you for your continued support, flexibility and trust. OSSM will continue to challenge and inspire 
your students to make a difference in the state of Oklahoma and the world by leveraging their knowledge 
and curiosity for the betterment of all. 


