
 

Dear OSSM Community: 

With the current fall semester drawing to a close, I write to share about the plans for the spring 

2021 term. Please understand that this situation is an ever changing one so the plans may 

change.  

At present, the plan is to bring students back to campus and start classes on Monday, January 

11, 2021.  Please note that earlier announcements may have cited a date of January 4, 2021 as 

the start of classes but this start date has changed. The plan is to have students begin moving 

back into the Residence Hall sometime during the week before classes and to perhaps allow 

students to move in items into their rooms as early as December. Move-in details will be 

released later from Residence Hall Director Valerie Hiett.  

We ask that students be tested for Covid before coming onto campus. I am currently talking 

with officials at the OU College of Nursing to arrange for on-site Covid testing at OSSM for the 

entire OSSM community both as we launch into the second term and during the entire spring 

semester. The College of Nursing is performing the Covid tests at OU Medical Center as an 

official Oklahoma Department of Health free Covid testing site. 

Our plan is to create the safest environment for students that we can. This will mean mask 

wearing in all public spaces, frequent Covid testing, windows open (weather permitting) during 

classes, disinfecting of classrooms between classes, social distancing during meals with 

restricted numbers eating at any one table, and other protocols. We will ask students to remain 

on campus even over weekends and not leave campus during the spring term. Generally, if a 

student does leave campus, we will ask that student then live on designated floors in isolation 

from the other populated floors for a certain number of days.  

The original plan is not to have spring break, but after talking to students I am thinking of an 

option of having some days off where students remain on campus.  Our hope is to conclude all 

final exams on or before Friday, May 27, 2021.  Graduation has traditionally been at the State 

Capitol the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend; however, this is subject to change due to the 

Covid situation.  

We are still working out some of the details of an in-person spring semester. Even though 

students have been absent from campus, these past months have been a time of activity on 

campus. For example, our maintenance department has cleaned the fan coil units in all the 

Residence Hall rooms and in the Manning Academic Center. We are also in the process of trying 

to upgrade the HVAC systems in the Residence Hall and the Manning Academic Center. This will 

be a major undertaking with total costs that approaching $ 1 million. This has required 

communication with leaders of both the executive and legislative branches of the Oklahoma 



legislature. To this end, I have made multiple trips to and from the State Capitol to meet with 

the Chairs of the Appropriations Committee and Appropriations Education subcommittees.  

One happy bit of news to mention in the middle of this pandemic: The school ranking 

organization Niche has identified OSSM as the 24th best US public high school out of 19,532 

high schools in the United States. The next highest ranking public high school in Oklahoma is 

Jenks High School at #373. That means, OSSM ranks around the top one-tenth of 1 percent of 

all US high schools. Even amidst a pandemic we endeavor to provide students an education that 

ranks as one of the finest that can be found in the entire United States.  

I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving.  I am thankful for our wonderful student body, 

supportive and encouraging parents, and a world-class faculty and staff providing Oklahoma's 

"best and brightest" a world-class education. 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Wang 

 


