OKLAHOMA SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Committee
Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics
1141 North Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
December 3, 2019
11:00 a.m.
Present:

Dan Little, David Drennan, Lance Benham, Jack Coffman, Geoff Simpson, and Donna
Windel

OSSM Staff:

Amanda Bonnett, Pam Felactu, Shannon Gorbet, Bill Kuehl, Jan Neufeld, Frank Wang,
and Linda Waters

Absent:

John Armitage

Guest:

Thomas Schneider

The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics
held a meeting at 11:00 a.m., December 3rd, 2019 at 1141 North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. The Board conducted the meeting in accordance with the agenda, a copy of which is attached.
Little called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.
Take Action on Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting October 8th, 2019: Little asked for
additions or corrections to the minutes of the meeting of the October 8th meeting. Windel moved
approval of the minutes. Benham seconded. Vote as follows: Little, yes; Drennan, yes; Benham, yes;
Coffman, yes Simpson, yes; and Windel, yes.
Report from the Chief Academic Officer. Dr. Neufeld reported that Dr. Rahman and students attended
and presented student research at the American Chemical Society’s 2019 Southwest & Rocky Mountain
Regional Meeting in El Paso. Dr. Neufeld, Dr. McCargish, and Ms. Bonnett attended the National
Consortium of Specialized STEM School Conference in November. Current challenges have been
handled regarding the student use of the OMES network, the OSSM network and the policies of the
OSSM student handbook. The OMES project team is working on campus to collect information regarding
software for a new student information system and learning management system. Questions from the
Board were answered by Dr. Wang and Dr. Neufeld.
Report from the Director of Admissions. Mr. Kuehl reported that there was a strong turnout for the
Sophomore Preview Day event with over 200 attendees. Attendance at the event and along with
aggressive recruitment in Oklahoma should enable us to enroll yet another academically strong and
diverse group of students for the Class of 2022. Recruitment of new students at recruitment fairs and
strong interest in our Student Shadow Program will continue to strengthen this year’s applicant pool as
well. Our international student partnership with GuardianEDU continues to flourish. We anticipate
enrolling an additional 5-7 Korean students in the Class of 2022. Questions were answered by Mr. Kuehl
and Dr. Wang.

Report from the Director of Development: Ms. Felactu reported there were several Foundation events
in October which included the PAOSSM Reception, International Night, Awesome Friends Luncheon,
Awesome Evening in Enid, and Awesome Breakfast in the Morning (November). Quantum Experience
and the Annual Appeal fundraising season is coming up soon. The two greatest needs for funding are the
full-time computer science professor and possibly the student information system/learning management
system. Questions from the Board were answered by Ms. Felactu.
Report from Chief Fiscal Officer: Ms. Gorbet reported that there is an upcoming meeting with the the
Senate for agency budget requests for 2020. A notification from OMES was received that property
insurance will be increasing. The campus front gate is being repaired. Bids for the repair have been
received. Installation of the HVAC system for the Library building is complete. A study of how to
address the humidity issues in the Residence Hall is ongoing. Questions were answered by Ms. Gorbet.
Report from the President: Dr. Wang reported during October, OSSM hosted two groups of exchange
students – one from Lycee Marie Curie, a STEM school outside of Paris and one from Stuttgart,
Germany. Both groups were around 10-11 students. On November 21st, NASA director Jim Bridenstine
took time to exclusively address the OSSM students at the OKC Townhall lecture series. During
November, Dr. Wang visited many different high schools across the state which included Stillwater,
Perry, Frontier, Ponca City, and Mulhall-Orlando. Dr. Wang is currently in the process of contacting the
offices of Senators Lankford and Inhofe and Representative Tom Cole about changing the statute that
allows overseas students attending public US high schools to stay for a maximum of one year. OSSM is
working to expand our summer program to include a 3-week residential program tailored to overseas
students. Questions from the Board were answered by Dr. Wang.
Report from Board Chairman and Items of Discussion and Possible Action: The Innovation District
and Master Plan, Board Committees, and information and the review of Niche ranking and other ranking
organizations were discussed regarding possible steps towards improvement at OSSM.
The Board broke for executive session at 1:17 p.m. and returned from executive session at 1:37 p.m. for
the purpose of discussing the EEOC Charge No. 564-2019-00968. No action was taken.
The Board broke for executive session at 1:39 p.m. and returned from executive session at 2:56 p.m. for
the purpose of discussing the employment of the Vice President of Academic Services. No action was
taken.
New Business: No new business was discussed.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m.

