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OSSMAA Update
Veronica Smith
Happy Summer! How are you staying cool? Our website is currently staying cool by being completely
naked. Please help us by sending in photos to add to the website. Any photos and videos you have from
your time at OSSM would be helpful in creating a video to show at future events.
We would like to hear more from you. The OSSM alumni association exists for the support of anyone who
has spent at least one year at OSSM. We want to be an opportunity for anyone who has gone through the
school to connect with each other and support each other. No matter your experience at OSSM, positive or
negative, YOU were a part of the OSSM experience and we would like to hear from you. Please help us to
do that by sharing with us how we can better serve you by contacting us at president@ossmaa.com. Also,
if you know of any alumni who are not receiving this newsletter, please reach out to them to see if they
would like to be a part of this organization. Did you know we are on Facebook? Please join the OSSM
Alumni Association page on Facebook.

Alumni Spotlight – John Ice CO’00:
"For the past four summers, I have had the remarkable opportunity to teach a class through the OSSM and
GE Summer STEM camps. Being on the other side of the table after nearly 20 years away from OSSM is
surreal but rewarding. With each group of students, I watch as they carefully emerge from their shells and
allow their curiosity and excitement to take hold as we provide context for a number of science and
engineering principles with hands-on, engaging experiences. This summer, we drew our inspiration from
the works of one of history’s most creative geniuses, Leonardo da Vinci. Studying the intricacies of his
mechanical and engineering marvels, we began to work on a set of gear-driven bat wings (affectionately
named ROBAT by the students). As a teacher, these camps help to frame my own expertise, forcing me to
take a step back from my knowledge to the most salient concepts and illustrate the overarching
connections across the scientific disciplines. I am profoundly grateful for the opportunity to reconnect
with students and to nurture them to support the lifelong process of curiosity-driven learning in an
attempt to make sense of our Universe."

OSSM Bids Fond Farewell to Dr. Samadzadeh and Dr. Dell
Congratulations on your retirement, Dr. Samadzadeh and Dr. Dell! Thank you to everyone who came to
celebrate these marvelous educators.

Inroducing Valerie Hiett:
Life at Oklahoma State University as a Resident Assistant and an Assistant Hall Director. I am excited to
bring new ideas to OSSM while honoring the historical traditions that have made this place what it is. I
look forward to meeting many of you this year and working closely to ensure relationships are strong.
Please feel free to email me anytime with ideas or questions.
Sincerely,
Valerie Hiett
Residence Hall Coordinator
Valerie.Hiett@ossm.edu.

Basement Items Needed:
We all remember what life is like at the OSSM dormitory. The basement provides a respite for kids to be
kids. Currently, a lot of the gaming equipment is broke and/or missing. The items they are in need of
include:
•
•
•
•

Table Tennis Balls
Air Hockey Pushers
Shuffleboard Wax
Shuffleboard Puck
Set

•
•
•
•

Foosballs
Table Tennis Paddles
Pool Cue Chalk
Pool Cues

Student Requested Items:
The OSSM students took a survey to find items that are wish list items for them. Click the link below to
see what they would like.
Residence Hall Wish List
Student survey ideas:
•
•
•

Beads for jewelry making
Games that accommodate more than 10
players
Replacement nets for the pool table

•
•
•

Markers/colored pencils
Decks of cards
Apples to Apples

•
•
•

Side Tables
Coffee Table
Clocks

Additional student requests include:
•
•
•

Lamps
Rug
Book shelf

Upcoming Events
(aka Your Participation is Requested!!!)
•••
Friday, September 21st: Founder’s Day Celebration
The school is welcoming back the early faculty that began the school
•••
Saturday, September 22nd, 4:30-7:30pm: Surprise Party for Dr. Troelstra
Dr. Troelstra and other faculty members will be in attendance. The party will be held in the
OSSM library from 4:30-7:30 with heavy hors d’oeuvres. To help keep this a surprise, we
will be using the code name CO’98 Reunion (so if you see news on Facebook with this tag, it
will be pertaining to this event). Please RSVP if possible to the OSSM website. Please send
in photos, videos, and stories.
•••
Friday, December 28th, 3-7pm: All Class Winter Reunion
Held in OSSM’s Great Hall from 3-5 then moved down the road to McNeilles from 5-7, this
is a time for alumni of all classes to come together and remember our experiences at OSSM.
•••

Other events to look out for:
•••
Regional coffee events: Recently we had a Tulsa coffee event and are looking to expand
these events to Oklahoma City, Stillwater, and Norman. These are small events focused on
building alumni connections.

Contact OSSMAA!
President: president@ossmaa.com
Events/Reunions: events@ossmaa.com
Facebook: OSSM Alumni Association
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