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The Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics

Happy Birthday to:

Good News

Thank you to . . .

Prof. Shannon Chasteen September 5
Dr. Frank Wang September 6
Carolyn Maher September 7
Kjell Sawyer September 9
Marissa Krimsky September 9
Patrick VerSteeg September 9
Justin Buchanan September 9
Daniel Brigance September 11

• Adam Hemphill (Forgan, ’06) has already received
college scholarship offers.  York College has offered
an Academic Scholarship for $6,000 per year, and he
has been offered a Presidential Academic Success
Scholarship for $6,000 per year from Oklahoma
Christian University.  Lubbock Christian University has
offered $6,000 per year, plus a $1,000 per year Hon-
ors Scholarship and admission to the University Hon-
ors Program.

From Your Parents Association
The first parents meeting for the 2004-2005 school

year will be held on
Monday evening,

September 6, at 6:00 p.m.
in the Kirkpatrick Auditorium in Lincoln School.

Dr. Liliana Speed,
the school psychologist, will speak.

Karen Moore Photography Studios will be at Lincoln
School on September 22 and 23 to take school pictures
(juniors) and senior portraits.  Junior pictures will be taken
on Wednesday until 4:00 p.m.  Seniors will be able to sit
for portraits on Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until approximately
5:30 p.m.

Enclosed for junior parents is a payment envelope,
with a price list. Your student will have to present the
envelope, with payment enclosed, to the photographer on
picture day if you are ordering a packet.  No one is
obligated to purchase a packet, but every junior will sit
for a picture so we have one for the OSSM yearbook.

Every senior must sit for a senior portrait on
Thursday, again, so we have a picture of every student for
the yearbook.  Senior pictures for the yearbook will be
taken in graduation robes, which we will provide.  Senior
men should wear a white or blue dress shirt and a tie.
Collars for the robes will be provided for the young women.
Your senior can also sit for a picture in street clothes at no
cost if you think you would like to order pictures for your
personal use.

Seniors will have the opportunity to purchase finished
senior portraits – you will receive a price list with your
proofs.  Moore Studios’ finished portraits are retouched,
textured, and sprayed with a lacquer to preserve them.

We realize this can be somewhat confusing.  If you
have questions, call Donna Roberts at school – 405/522-
7806.

A T T E N T I O N          A T T E N T I O N
Please note that the dormitory phone number on the
Parents Association Calendar is incorrect.  The pre-
fix is listed as “521” -- the correct number is 522-
1909.

School Pictures Scheduled

. . .   Aubrey Fike (Glenpool, ‘05), Nancy Burger (Okla-
homa City, ‘05), Bob Pillow (Idabel, ‘06), Katie Southard
(Ponca City, ‘06), and Amber Shipman (Glenpool, ‘06) for
all their help to Ms. Donnolo on Parents Day;
. . . Mary Moon (Alex, ‘05) for helping Ms. Donnolo train
some juniors for tour duty;
. . .  and to the students who presented information about
their summer experiences to the staff during faculty ori-
entation week: Tracy Bernard (Norman, ‘05) about her
research at Baylor, Jason Chen (Edmond, ‘05) who at-
tended the Research Science Institute at MIT, and Kevin
Woodson (Norman, ‘05) who talked about his experience
at the National Youth Leadership Forum in Atlanta, and
his research in the Investigative Research Scholars Pro-
gram.

Fine Arts classes kicked off this past week with the first
meeting of ballroom dance (42 students/21 pairs have
signed up for this class).  Other choices your students
have are ballet, drawing, mixed media, modern dance, or-
chestra, photography, and Tai Chi.  Those classes will begin
next week or the following week.
       Fine Arts classes meet in the early evenings, after
PE and before 8:00 p.m. check-in time.

Fine Arts Classes Begin



Counselor’s Corner
College admissions officials are anxious to speak to our
students and are calling daily to make arrangements to
visit.  Here is the schedule (so far) for September:
Knox College: September 7, 7:30 a.m.
Duke: September 8, 7:30 a.m.
Lyon College: September 9, 11:30 a.m.
Haverford College, September 14, 7:30 a.m.
Bard College, September 14, noon
Loyola University, September 14, noon
Emory University, September 14, noon
Univ. of Southern California, September 20, 7:30 a.m.
MIT (Regional Meeting), September 20, 7:00 p.m.
DePauw University, September 24, 7:30 a.m.
Trinity University, September 27, 11:30 a.m.
Stevens Institute of Technology, September 28, 7:30 a.m.
Texas Christian University, September 28, 7:30 a.m.
University of Kansas, September 29, 7:30 a.m.
Vanderbilt University, September 29, 7:30 a.m.
University of Arkansas, September 29, 7:30 a.m.
Oklahoma State University, September 29, 11:15 a.m.
Centenary College, September 30, 7:30 a.m.
Morehouse College, September 30, 7:30 a.m.

Other colleges that have made appointments for later
dates (October and November) include: Drury Univer-
sity, Carnegie Mellon University, Yale, Sewanee (Univer-
sity of the South), Middlebury College, Dartmouth,
University of Denver, Washington University St. Louis,
and Olin College of Engineering.  Details TBA.

Call or email Gary Salwierak if you have questions.

My Summer
                  By Chris Crowe (Ardmore, ’05)
Lab! This word brings joy to some OSSM students, and loath-
ing to others.  I fall somewhere in between (mostly because I
don’t always feel the “joy” of tedious lab reports), but this
summer I had a very enjoyable lab experience.

I signed up for the Volunteen Program at my local hos-
pital in Ardmore so I could complete OSSM’s sixty required
community service hours.  In the program, high school aged
volunteers are given jobs like moving patients and helping with
food service, but I was placed in the histology lab because of
human resources shortages and I had mentioned my OSSM
lab experience in my application.  The basic job of a histology
lab is to analyze pieces of human tissue that are extracted
during surgical procedures.

When a sample came in from surgery, the first thing we
would do was log and label the container.  Samples were then
removed from their containers and visually analyzed by a highly
trained technician.  Visual analysis involved methodically cut-
ting the sample into small pieces with a scalpel.  Representa-
tive and anomalous pieces were then placed into small plastic
cassettes.  These cassettes were then embedded in paraffin
wax.  Once embedded, another technician would use a spe-
cial cutting device to shave very thing cross-sections of the
sample, and place them on microscope slides.  The slides were
then treated with various chemicals and sent to the histologist
who would view the individual cells and make a diagnosis.
The diagnosis was then put in the patients’ file where it could
be accessed by the primary physician.

My role in this process mostly involved organizing and
filing cassettes once they had been “cut” and logging and la-
beling samples when they came in.

NASA SHARP
     By Krista Owen (Achille, ’06)

This summer I participated in the NASA SHARP Program at
the University of New Mexico.  I was joined by 23 other stu-
dents from around the country, all of whom are aspiring young
scientists.  I was placed in the Earth and Planetary Sciences
Department and worked with Dr. Zachary Sharp.  Working
closely with graduate student Jaime Barnes, I was involved
with research over global chlorine cycling and chlorine con-
tents in volcanic gas and certain rocks.  Along with developing
a standard to analyze volcanic gas, I worked on a method to
miniaturize the amount of chlorine necessary to run an analy-
sis.  This work included going on field trips to the Albuquerque
volcanoes, the Rio Puerco volcanoes, and the Jemez moun-
tains.  The trip to the Jemez mountains consisted of collecting
volcanic gas from the surrounding sulfur springs.  This was
done to help get a full feel of what it is like to work with
volcanic gases, from working in the field to the lab.

As part of the program, we participated in several ac-
tivities around New Mexico, including White Sands and Santa
Fe.  This was an awesome eight weeks and most likely the
best and most productive summer of my life.

Summer Activities
    By David Eyster (Ponca City, ’05)

This summer I volunteered at Via Christi Regional Medical
Center in Ponca City.  I worked at the information desk, de-
livering mail, blood, samples, and important documents from
one part of the hospital to another.  I also helped with the
admittance and dismissal of patients.  The volunteer work
was a good experience for me, for I would like to possibly
work in the medical field.

I also went to Jamaica on a youth group mission trip.
We worked under an organization called Mission Discovery.
While in Jamaica we visited the Blossom Garden’s Children’s
orphanage, where we played with the 89 children ranging from
three weeks to eight years of age.  My youth group also did
construction work.  We poured concrete for a foundation of a
house, built desks for school children, and did some dirt work.
I primarily mixed concrete.  It was a fun and productive trip.

Please Note: The National Summer Transportation Insti-
tute listed in last week’s enclosure is a four-week experience
instead of one week.  Annalee Embry earned three hours of
college credit for the required American History couse she
took when attending the Institute.
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