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Parents

Dear Parents:

Please encourage your student to submit a report about
his or her summer experience to Daisy Hurte or Donna
Roberts so we can all hear about what was learned at the
various summer academies our students attended. Here's
thefirst of what we hope will be many:

Summer in New England

by Abie Odgjimi (OklahomaCity, ‘ 07)
Thispast summer | went to Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute for asummer program in engineering. The program
lasted for ten days and was geared toward different spe-
cializationsof engineering. Each day we attended alec-
ture or alab that focused on electrical, civil, time, com-
puter, material, industrial, or chemical engineering. Dur-
ing our free time the program assistants took us on out-
ingsto Six FlagsNew England, Massachusetts' Intel Fab-
rication Center, and to downtown Boston.

The spotlight of the program was our main project,
which was presented to us by the Air Force ROTC Pro-
gram. They wanted usto use the knowledge we gained
from the lectures to assist usin creating and developing
amachine prototype that had the capabilities of detecting
and disarming land mines. On the last day of the pro-
gram we presented our prototypes to the AFROTC rep-
resentatives and had a closing luncheon.

Although the program was rigorous it was very
exciting.
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ToAll OSSM Parents:

A big “thank you” to all of youwho have sent inyour
Event Sign-up Sheets. We've already used them to ar-
range for snacks and memorabilia sales in the Student
Lounge for Parents Day tomorrow. And, to those who
have not yet sent yours, consider doing that right away.
If you don’t, you could miss out on alot of fun. We are
sure those who have already responded would love to
share thejoy!

OOoPSs!

There’'sabit of aboo-boo in the 2006-2007 OSSM
calendar. The main number for thedormis, in aword,
wrong. It should be 522-1909. No matter how many
times one proofreads, there's always something!

Chris & Mack Harris

Counsdor’sCorner

Listed below are additions to last week’s list of col-
lege representatives who will be visiting campusin the
next few months. Theentirelist of visits can befound
on the OSSM website on Professor Jack Gleason's
home page.

University of Arkansas

Mon., Sept. 11, 11:30 am.

Sewanee: University of the South

Tues., Sept. 12, 11:30a.m.

Centenary College (Louisiana)

Wed., Sept. 13, 7:15 am.

. John's College (New Mexico)

Wed., Sept 13, 7:15am.

University of Pennsylvania

Tues., Sept. 26, 5:30 p.m.

Boston University

Fri., Sept. 29, 7:30 am.

Texas Christian University

Tue., Oct. 3, 7:30 am.

University of Chicago

Tue., Oct.10, 3:30 p.m.

Southern M ethodist University

Wed., Oct. 11, 11:30 am.

Middlebury College (Vermont)

Fri., Oct. 13, 11:30 am.

What is the PSAT/NMSQT?
The PSAT/NMSQT measures critical reading, math
problem-solving, and writing skills.
Why take the test?

. to get feedback on critical reading skills

. practice for the SAT Reasoning Test

. to start getting ready for college

. to enter the PSAT scholarship competition
Things to Know
Test Date: Wednesday, October 18, 2006
Test Fee: $12.00
See Mrs. Daisy Hurte or Mrs. Johanna Lee to pay for
the test.

Happy Birthday to:

Jennifer Melot August 30
Michael Yang August 31
Mrs. Daisy Hurte September 2
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Meet the Faculty

Meet the Faculty will bearegular featurein thisnewd etter as spaceisavailable, week by week. Hopefully, by theend of
theschool year, youwill have beenintroduced to OSSM administratorsand every member of theteaching faculty.

A number of OSSM faculty perform doubl e-duty, teaching coursesand al so taking on administrativeresponsibilities.
Two of those are Professor Jack Gleason, and Dr. Xifan Liu.

Professor Jack Gleason
Dean of Sudents
Professor of Mathematics and M eteor ology
Professor Jack Gleason joined the mathematicsfaculty in July, 1991, and was named interim Dean of Studentsin 1992. He
earned hisdegreein mathematicsat the University of Utahin Salt Lake City, and hisM Sin meteorol ogy and oceanography
at theNaval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. Both degreeswerefully funded by theU.S. Navy.

Prior to undertaking asecond career in education, Professor Gleason served inthe USNavy for 22 years: eight
yearsasan enlisted weather observer and forecaster, six asalineofficer in ships, and eight asascienceofficer. During his
yearsintheNavy, Professor Gleason and hisfamily lived inAustralia, California, Italy, Japan, Maryland, New Jersey, and
Utah. Hisnava dutiesaso gave himthe opportunity t o work in China, Djibouti, Iran, Iceland, Korea, Kenya, Republic of
the Philippines, Scotland, Spain, Singapore, Somadlia, and Thailand.

The professor began histeaching experience asan undergraduate at the University of Utah, where he had part-time
employment grading math papers, working inthe“math labs,” and asateaching ass stant in mathematics. He a so taught
collegemath for nava personnel outsidethe United States. Hewas appointed to thefaculty at the Naval Academy in 1984,
teaching atmaospheric thermodynamicsand ocean dynamicsin the oceanography department where he earned the academic
rank of Senior Lecturer and served asthe oceanography department senior academic adviser.

Professor Gleason ismarried to theformer Bonnie Muldoon. The Gleason’shavetwo daughtersand ason-in-law
- Andrea, Johanna, and Quentin—and two grandchildren, Katherine and Matthew. Professor Gleason enjoysall sorts of
cooking and eating, reading (and re-reading) “ great books’ and booksabout “ great books,” historical fiction, gamefishing,
and volunteer work for the US Naval Academy.

Dr. Xifan Liu
Professor of Physics

Assistant Director of Academic Services

Dr. Xifan Liuhasbeen aprofessor at OSSM since 1992, 0 heisthe senior member of our physicsfaculty. Dr. Liuisanative
of Beijing, China, where he earned hisBS at Beljing Normal University before coming to the United Statesto attend the
University of Oklahoma. Heearned hisMSat OU in 1986, and hisPhD in 1992. Hereat OSSM, Dr. Liuteaches General
Physics, Mechanics; Therma Physics, Wavesand Optics; Electricity & Magnetism; and Modern Physics| & 11. Healso
assistsDr. Leasein the capacity of Assistant Director of Academic Services. Under histeaching and coaching over the
years, eight OSSM students have progressed to be members of the United States Physics Olympiad Team, onewinning a
gold medal in 1995. Currently he coachesthe OSSM Physics Bowl Team.

Dr. Liuisan accomplished photographer and isaK odak football photo contest winner. Asasportsphotojournalist
for an Oklahomanewspaper and asafreelancer, Dr. Liu hasbeen onthe sidelines of OU football and basketball games,
including bowl games, since 1987. In addition, Dr. Liuisan accomplished mountaineer. He hasclimbed three 20,000 ft.
mountainsinthe Hima ayas, and fifteen 14,000 ft. peaksin Colorado, Caiforniaand Washington State. Hismost exciting
feat was climbing atwenty-thousand foot virgin peak in Tibet — histwo-man group wasthefirst to ever set foot onthe peak.

Dr. Liuand hiswife Jingling Zhou, whoisan officer with amortgage company, havea7-year-old daughter, Claire,
and aone-year-old son, Victor. They livein Norman. Last year, Dr. Liuwastherecipient of the M cCadand Foundation
Faculty Award, thefirstin aseriesof awardsthat benefit the OSSM Foundation Faculty Endowment Campaign.



