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Teachers from Across the State Attend 
Math Seminar at OSSM
Early last month, 31 middle school mathematics teachers from across Oklahoma participated in a mathematics seminar at the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics in Oklahoma City.  Among them were math teachers from 25 schools from across the state. 

The Hille Family Charitable Foundation Summer Science and Mathematics Institute was a five-day learning experience sponsored by the Hille Foundation and facilitated and taught by faculty of the state’s math/science high school.  By day the participants, who were selected from a pool of over 75 applicants, heard lectures and did hands-on work in calculator basics, the development of study skills for middle school students, and the use of software that can be valuable in the teaching of math.  They received instruction on coaching students to compete in state and national mathematics competitions, and learned many activities for teaching math at the middle school level.


By night, rooming in the Dan Little Residence Hall on the OSSM campus, they studied together, formed discussion groups, and took the opportunity to experience some activities off campus in the Oklahoma City metro area. 

One of the instructors was Dr. Frank Wang of Wang Education, a nationally known leader in mathematics education who provided three lectures entitled, Group Theory with Fruits, Beauty and Mathematics, and Keys to Successful Teaching.  Wang sent his each of his students home with a FracBar classroom manipulative and an I Love Nerds pocket protector from Wang Education!

“It is our hope that the participants’ experience at the institute will translate into better teaching, which will have a great impact on their students for years to come,” said Dr. Edna Manning, President of the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics.  


The Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics is the state’s tuition-free (the State of Oklahoma provides room, board, tuition, and text books) boarding school for junior and senior high school students from across the state.  In seventeen years of operation the school has selected students from every one of Oklahoma’s 77 counties.  The partnership with the Hille Family Charitable Foundation fulfills the OSSM mission to “develop, evaluate, and foster science and mathematics instructional programs; and to serve all schools and students of Oklahoma through research, teacher training, and outreach activities.” 
